
lEMFTMlETI
Must Have an Angelic Temper

and Job's Patience.

BOTH TRIED ONLY TOO OFTEN

On Hell Puncher "Ciix-e- d Out" by un
Irate-- Paenser, lulo Whose Lap a
Fat Colort.il Woman Had llecn
Thrown toy the CarV Lurching An
Esiierlenco With u Bulldog.

A bevy or blue-coate- conductors on tbo
cable Hue were seated In the waiting-roo-

ot the Seventh street power-Iinu- e chatter-
ing and gossiping. They were waiting for
the 3 o'clock change, when they would be
relieved from duly by the men who were In.
run the trains far Into the night.

Finally the conversation drifted Into the
subject ot the unfair treatment conductors
receive at the hands of passengers who ride
iu their cars. This subject was brought up
by a bronze-face- d little fellow, who re-

marked:
We conductors have to take everything

on our shoulders now, (.luce the company

has posted in each grip car notices which
read: 'Don't talk to the gripman.' Now,
If un irato passenger attempts to irgup, or
chew the rag" with a gripman, the latter
need say nothing, but point iu silence to
the placard. Thereupon, In nearly every
instance, the angry passenger rushes to the
rear end of the train and uncorks his
wrath lit the presence and to the annoyance
of the conductor."

WOULl) HATE PATIENCE.

"If the traveling public only knew," said
another knight ot the bell punch, "what
wc have to contend with during our day's
work, I do not think the more sensible
persons vi ould be so ready and willing to
leap on us iu a cj clonic maimer for every
mishap that occurs, and on so many occa-
sions when there is no reason whatever for
them doing so."

"The other da-- , when we were running
closed cars during a rain storm, an old
man flew into me with rire iu his eyes
and wrath In his voice, lor nothing elst-b-ut

the carelessness of a fat old colored
woman on my car. I stopped my train
at the wharf of the steamer' Macalester
and too on a seated load We stopped
again at the ferry wharf, where the old
colored woman boarded my car. Bhe
weighed about 00 pounds, and, as there
were no vacant seats, she was compelled
to stand up and hold on to a strap.

"When the train struck the curve at L
street the only one on the Seventh street
line it caught the old woman off her
guard Releasing her hold on the strap, she
planted one of her feet, which were as big
as hams, squarely upon the old gentleman's
favorite corn.

BAT DOWN ON I1IS LAP.
At the same instant she lurched like a

hip in the trough of the sea, and descended
with the full force of ber nvolrdupols
squarely into the old fellow' lap. lie
was reading a copy of the Morning Times.
The concussion and shock caused him to
let out a roar worse than that uttered by
the lions when Daniel left their den.

"Then he sprang up and shoving the old
woman aside with an oath, limped back
to the platform where I was standing.

"Ton infernal scoundrel,' he commenc-
ed, addressing me, 'you bla nkblankctly-blanfc-blan-

What in the blank-blan-

do you ineau by admitting such monstrosi-
ties to thli car to crush and mutilate

citizens? Oh, my poor toe.
Blank you, 1 shall report you at once.' "

"I tried to explain to him, but he only
danced a d Jig and continued to
paint the atmosphere blue with his pro-

fanity. In the meantime the passengers
were in an uproar of laughter at the com-

ical scene. This shows what cranky indi-
viduals we have to deal with."

"That's right, Jim," chimed In another
man in blue. "This town lias more street
car cranks to the square yard than any two
cities under the great blue canopy. Why,
they quarrel with nie so much that I look
for it now as regularly as I do for my
dinner.

MAKE THE CONDUCTOR SUFFER.

It appears to me that on nearly every
trip 1 make over the road some cranky
passenger wants to throw me beneath
the car wheels on account of the doings of
some one else. I believe a majority of
these people have rows with their wies
or mothers-in-la- before leaving liorc?
and finding it impossible to gel satisfaction
out of them they pay 5 tents car fare
for the purpose of venting their spleen
on a conductor who, they believe, will
tale It rather than run the risk of being
laid off or discharged. It is a rule of
the company, you know, that we must not
talk back to these people. In the manner we
would like tn, let them abuse us as much
as they may. If wc did there would be a
vacancy to be filled on the following morn-
ing.

"If a tough should get aboard your car
and hit you in the neck," said theconductor,
with the reddish brown whiskers, "you
must play the role of the peaceful Quaker
and turn the other side of your neck to be
smitten, or else politely request him not to do
so again.

CAN'T RETURN A BLOW.

"Then it he don't give you an upper cut
and send your form sprawling from the
platform you may consider yourself in
luck. A conductor dare not return a blow;
if he did his name would quickly be entered
on a police station blotter, with the words
'assault and battery' opposite it."

"A toothless dog can bark and snarl at a
man when he is assailed," put in the fat
conductor, "but a cable conductor cannot
even as much as bark under such circum-
stances. All he can do is to grin and
bear It, or else resent the insult or assault
andlose his position."

"If that fellow who makes a practice
of getting on cars and presenting a $20
bill to the conductor ever boards my train
I'll fix him," said the eternn conductor.
"How?" chorused a half dozen of bis

hearers.
"Why, I'll put his twenty in my pocket

and then carry him to tbo end of the
route, where I can get the bill 'changed at
the company's office."

"Is that all you fellows have got to
contend with?" querled'a long, 6lim, In-

dividual, who had the appearance of a
Washington street car conductor. "Why
you are' as lucky as if you had won the
capital prize in a big lottery. I have more
to put up with In one day than anjiofyou,
and Iamgcttlngtlrcdoflt."

DISGUSTED WITn THE JOB.
"It I ever have another such day ns I

had last Wednesday, I will throw up my
Job, put on a tin bill, and go down on the
farm to pick out a living among the
chickens. The first thing I did was to
drive a newsboy off my car and I got
cracked on my shin with a stone for doing
so. Then a little girl lost her hat. It blew
off and I had to run back nearly a block
to get it.

"Next a man got on my car, bought six
tickets and handed me 25 cents in nickels.
Ten minutes later he demanded his change.

,Bald he had given me a silver half-dolla-

I told him about the nickels, when he called
me a liar and wanted to assault me. Then
an old lady raised an outcry and declared
there were pickpockets on the car and her

puree had been stolen. I found It lying on
the scat beside her, Just where she had,
Iilaccd It when she commenced to crack
peanuts."

"As we were crossing M street my coat
pocket was caught by the brake handle
and I spilled about a pint ot nickels and
dimes nil over the roadway and down In the
cable slot I think I recovered a little
more than half of the lost money, and

myself In great luck, as a number
of my passengers got off and helped me to
pick up the pieces. A'ruoug them were two
tough -- looking individuals who, I am
su re got their car fare back with compound
interest,

MORE TALErt OF WOE.

"This mishap caused me to ruu about ten
minutes liehiud hand. My gripman, in his
anxiety to make u p the lost time d ropped t he
cable from his grip on two different oc-

casions, which put the train five minutes
further behind, while I was painfully in-

jured by belug thrown to the ground
several times while attempting to plate
the cable back In the grip.

"On the same day a negro, accompanied
by a vicious bulldog, boarded my grip car.
I told him rolilcly It was against the
rules to allow any one to ride on the cars
with 6uch a brute, mid he must either
put the dog off or get off himself. He de-
clared that he would do neither. I caught
bold or the man and attempted to put him
off, but the feiocious animal came to his
assistance and announced his objections
by an ugly growl. As I bad never been
trained to fight, bulldogs, I concluded to
let the colored man and his canine friend
ride without further ado."

Se.veral other conductors then gave their
experiences. One said he requested a
couple of men to take their
feet off the seat, and was told iu language
more forcible than iiolite to go to a region
that is hotter than the tropics. Anothersaid
an old lady handed him a slher quarter
the other day and he asked her politely
if she would have tickets.

OLD LADY GRUMPY.
"No," 6he snapped. "I don't want tick-

ets. If I had, I would bae said so."
Still another conductor told bow an old

lady wanted him to take half of her pack-
age of grapes as fare. She could not find
a. nickel hi her pockets, but insisted upon
dividing the grapes, which, she said, cost
her 10 cents in market. A young woman
In a natty summer costume told the con
ductor to mind his own business, when he
innocently inquired if she wanted to gel off
the car at a certain coruer.

This concluded the conversation, and the
conductors filed out of the waiting-roo-

and entered the, receiver's office to report
for duty on the night trick.

Two German Stories.
The little town of Oggerthelni, besieged

by the Spaniards during the thirty years'
war, held out bravely as long as pro-
visions lasted. But when the Inhabitants
saw that they must cither surrender to
the enemy, whom they had incensed by
their resistance, or perish with hunger they
were sorely dismajed.

One of the oldest councilors offered to
save them and revealed the existence of a
secret passage which would enable them to
escape In the enemy's rear. He now pro-
posed to lead them all out during the night
and to leave the enemy the doubtful glory
of taking a deserted city. This plan was
hailed with enthusiasm and all the people
left the town by a secret passage, one man
only remaining to take care ot his wife
and child, the latter being bnt a few hours
old.

The Spaniards hearing no noise on the
morrow and seeingno sentinels on the ram-
parts, fancied the inhabitants were plan-
ning n sortie, but after waiting three whole
days for an attack they were surprised to
6ee a man appear upon the ramparts with
a flag-o- f truce. He promised to open the
gates providing the inliabitants were

to escape with their lives. The con-

dition was acepcted, the gates opened,
and the Spanish army was surprised to find
streets and houses deserted.

"Where are the inhabitants?" demanded
the general of the man who had opened
the gales.

"Here." he simply replied, pointing to
his wife and babe and then he recounted
how the people of Oggershclin had escaped
and how he had remained alone with his
wife, who was only now fit for travel.
The Spanish general was so surprised at
the unexpected termination of the siege
that he forbade his men to pillage or
destroy the city and when the Inhabitants
returned shortly after they found all their
possessions quite unharmed and their
houses undisturbed.

One of the weather vanes In Frankfort
bears a number nine neatly picked on its
surface by nine holes. The legend relates
that a jioacber, having been caught and Im-

prisoned In the tower during nine weary
days and nights, complained sorely of the
creaking of this vane, which, lie declared,
had prevented him from finding a moment's
oblivion in sleep.

"Were I only free," said he, "I would
show the good people of Frankfort how
accurately I could aim by shooting as many
holes in that accursed old weather vane as
I have spent nights in this tower, and,
what is more, thoo nine holes would form
the number nine."

The Jailor reported this speech lo the city
councilors, who, anxious to sec such a proof
of skill, declared the poacher should be al-

lowed to try and fulfil his vain boast.
They added that If he succeeded in touching
the vane nine times, and formed a number
nine with the holes, they would set him
free.

Theponchcr, brought before them, loaded
his gun, aimed at the mobile vane, and,
shooting, punched a hole In it. Nine times
he shot, and each hole, round, and near its
fellow, helped to form the d

number nine, which won him his freedom.

ALL IX TOE FAMILY.

Both MeinberRliiMinoand MlhHiiiKOtf

the Face ottho "Alrth."
"Got any inlssln' wives in yere?" asked a

colored man, who entered the police station
with anxious face, according to the Detroit
Free P ress.

"Is your wife missing?" queried the ser-
geant in reply.

"Yes, sab."
"Since when?"
"Since seben o'clock last night, sah. Yes.

sah, disappeared right off de face of de
airth."

"Have you any reason to believe she was
out ot her mind?"

"Why, yes, sah, I reckon sue was. I
reckon dat w as whatbrung all de trouble."

"I'll make out a regular report of the
case," said the sergeant, as he reached
for a blank. "Now, then, when did you
notice any strangeness of conduct?"

" 'Bout fo' minutes to seben, sah."
"Wall, sah, I sot in de house wid my feet

on de stove, an' she said we hadn't any
meal or flour or 'inters or firewood. I tole
her I couldn't help dat, an' den her strange-
ness begun."

"How was it?"
"Why, sah, she kicked me free times an'

den lit on to me like a wildcat, an' I was
mighty nigh dead when she disappeared
off de face of de alrth. Must have been
tempestously Insane, sah. Reckon we kin
find her, or-d- o yo' think she's in de rib-b- e

r?"
"Look here, old man," replied the ser-

geant, "you get out o' this. Your wife
has more sense in a minute than you have
in a week! There's the door!"

"Yes, sah. Den I hain't In my right
mind?" .

"I should say not."
"An" yo' want me to be mlssln' off de

face ot do alrth?"
"I do." t5k
'Den I'll 'commodate yo', sail! Doan'

bodder "bout my wife doan' bodder 'bout
me. She's tempetestously insane I ar'
ditto. She's mlssln' off de airth Ize
gwlne to be. Hu! Hool Day to you, white
man!"

llnrkos Again Tonight.
Two hours of mystery tonight. Markos,

great hypnotist, duplicates phenomena of
Doted mediums. Most wonderful demon-
strations ever sfen. Odd Fellows' Hall,
Seventh street. Begins at 8.

, . f "tv;
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CUIMSWORTH MILLIONS

Sources of Good Living to Hun-

dreds of Attorneys.

NOT MANY GREAT FRAUDS

The Skillful LolitoyUt Profits More toy
I'UMlilngSrimll-Mi-Uhiire- s which Can
Easily He-- Manipulated and Do Not
Attract Much Attention From tho
Legislators Some lllwtorio CiihC's.

The time of the United States Congress
has been much occupied from the earliest
days with private claims. They have been
a source of a good living to hundreds of
attorneys and of large wealth to a few.

The claimants have in some cases recov-
ered Iurge amounts and a few great frauds
have been perpetrated. It Is a matter of
great difficulty for Congressmen to fa-

miliarize themselves with the merits ot
the larger demands even, and it is simply
lnilKissible for even tboso specially charged
with such matte"rs to look into the facts
in a small part of the bills providing for
the payment of claims ranging from $100
to $10,000.

As a result tbe skillful lobbyist can choose
his time and by shrewd manipulation put
through measures that have not the first
shadow of merit.

It is in these small demands that most ot
the large fraads is practiced. A large
claim is sure lo attract opposition, and It
will be carefully scrutinized before it is
passed. Ihe small claims, on the other
hand, are little noticed, and with careful
handllug by experts go through without a
hitch. In this way millions ot dollars are
taken ou t of the Treasury, and cry few ure
any the wiser.

Eery war has been prolific of claims.
Maryland, Virginia and tbe city of Balti-
more all had big claims for troops and
munitions after the Revolutionary war,
and New York was glteu a good allow-
ance from the public funds at tbe close of
tbe civil war on a similar score.

It was customary in the earlier days to
meet such calls by a land grant. These
were frequently of huge proportions. A
military patent for 1,000 acres was a ry

thing, and some were for twenty
times tbat area.

These were frequently In the form of

THE W1HES

i- -

(Voice from tho out-lil- o) "Ilcnta, iVo
in de coop, tout dog ef dey niii'

warrants which called for no special
territory, but allowed the holder to choose
his plantation from whatever part of the
public domain pleased him.

As a result there are thousands of acres
In Virginia and Kentucky to which there
were three or four titles. One survey would
overlap or run acrossanother, and when the
captain or general came to possess his lands
he frequently found some other captain or
general In possession.

Such disputes were usually settled In the
courts, though cases are knowu where
peaceful means were treated with con-
tempt and the quarrel settled by an appeal
to arms. The city of Louisville is built
mainly upon one of these old revolution-
ary grants given in place of a pension.

After the civil war mere were thousands
and thousands of claims for military stores
furnished, for tbe use of properly for hospi-
tals, for barracks, for the use of steam-
boats, for rails burned to make camp-fire-

All the claimants were ready to estab-
lish their loyalty throughout the strug
gle, although resident in the South, and
their number was sufficient to make a
very respectable army.

Congress worried along with these for
years, passing some and rejecting others.
The attorneys meantime found good pick
ings in them. Finally a general overhaul-
ing of them was made, and all that were
considered meritorious were gathered in
one bill and ofrered Tor passage by the last
Congress, but the measure was never
passed.

Upon it were hinged the hopes of hun
dreds, and on the strength of the prospects
held out by It one Washing-
ton man sold his house and allowed the
purchaser to make off with $3,500 bor-
rowed on the property.

THOUSANDS' ARE SUPPORTED.
Pension claims form a department by

themselves, and there nre probably
fifty 'thousand persons in the United
Stales who derive their support from the
Investigation, pressing, and securing the
allowance of them. On tbe other side the
army of clerks at the big red building on
Judiciary Square are occupied in investi-
gation and payment, with thousands of
physicians throughout the country to help
them.

Exorbitant charges by attorneys became
so common In this department very early in
Us existence tbat the Government fixed
a scale of fees, and a devlatiun from it is
punishable with fine and imprisonment.

Another class of claims Is fur Indian
depredations, and. there Is a Senate com-
mittee, with Senator Lindsay at its head
just now, to look after these exclusively.
It Is said the frauds upon the Government
in this connection are more diverse in
character and present more curious com-
plications than in any other. There are
very many of these claims still pending.

In nearly tbe jsamo category are the
Indian claims. When a tribe is deprived
of Its lands In any way Its only redress is
to get a bill through Congress allowing
pay. To do this requires years of work
getting up evidence, and the attorneys
come in for a huge slice of tbe final allow-
ance.

Their fees as allowed by the courts
In 'mal adjustment are not at ail infre--

quently $5,000 to SlO.OOQt.'pfrms. of at-
torneys have been organized with no
other purpose than the prosecution of.such
claims, and some of tbtm have become rich
at tbe business. l j

A case was In court recently wbero
Mrs-Be- lvn Lockwood suedjto (recover her
sharo In a $10,000 fee. for, the success-
ful prosecution of the claim of the East-
ern band of Cherokee Indlaps. JThe pniiers
showed that she and three sthtSjattorneys,
one of whom Is now dead, made uu alliance
for the prosecution of Indian .claims, nnd
the-- agreement ran through a bctIcs of
years. In which little was realized by any
of them; was renewed and' finally their
efforts were rewarded by a good fee from
one of their cases. I '

SOME BIG rEEsV
Each of the parties to the agreement had

contracts with Indians for the prosecution
of claims for percentages, ranging from
23 to CO on the whole amount recovered.

One of tbe biggest fees ever received
for an Indian claim was that of the late
Senator Plumb, of Kansas, In the prose-
cution of the claims of the Western C'bero-kee- s.

He got $50,000 In one lump. It now
happens that after his death his estate
is in tbe hands of one of bis former clerks,
who Js making a good living lusettlingit up.

A kind of claim of which the puhllcknows
little is that of the fourth-clas- s post-
master. He wants extra compensation for
unusual services, for losses incurred In the
discharge of his dut les and the like., These
have been handled very extensively by
Spalding & Sons, and they have furnished
the profits from which the handsome build-
ing formerly occupied by the Census Office
at Third and G was built.

There came a disagreement somewhere,
however, and Mr. Spalding, who by his
experience as a Iicprei-entativ- e had learned
the best way of managing such cases, was
cut off from the Information by which he
could readily communicate with claimants
and the business was greatly limited. The
change was due to the action of Assistant
Scott, in the rostmaster General's office.

Under the recent tariff acts new classes
of demands have sprung up. One of these
is that passed upon by Comptroller Bowler
for sugar bounty. The discussion occu-
pied several days before the comptroller,
with .Senators Caffery, Blanchanl, Marnier-so-

Perkins and others to make the argu-
ments, and now the whole matter will have
to be decided by the Court of Claims. This
complication arose under the McKlnley
act.

ANOTHER BIG CLAIM.
Another with a curious history Is under

the Wilson bill. This is for rebates on
Tree alcohol. Just at the Close of the tariff
fight Senator Hoar brought in an amend-
ment which provides that any alcohol Im-

ported for use In manufactures in the arts
should be free ot duty. Under this makers
of patent medicines druggists and thou-
sands of others arc claiming that they

CHOSSED.

,- -

sot hold ob two olidetolirccs.' turkeys
stronger den I Is."

ought to be allowed a rebate on tariff al-

ready collected.
These claims are being bought up and

consolidated so as to make it worth
while to prosecute them and a great fight
will be made all along the line to have
them allowed. It is said that thousands
of stamps, showing that the tax has been
paid are being purchased by persons who
can make a colorable show for such a
claim from men whose use of the al-

cohol put them plainly outside the law.
An Interesting feature of the affair is

that Senator Hoar is thought to have no
particularintcrest in the amendment further
than a mischievous desire to embarrass his
political opponents. The amendment was
never discussed in the Senate, because the
venerable Massachusetts Senatorcouldncver
be caught in the Senate chamber after Its
Introduction and before the passage ot the
bill long enough to have It brought up.

Senatorial courtesy forbade that It should
be considered, and nosslblydefeated. during
hlsabsence. Senator Lindsay chafed sharply
under the restraint, nnd It is said threat-
ened that unless Senator Hoar should come
in and allow him to bring the amendment
before the Senate ho would disregard pre-
cedents and defeat the section anyhow.
He did not try it, however.

OTHER HISTORIC OASES.
The Mora claim, recently paid; the French

spoliation claims, of which some $20,-000,0-

still remain tor ihe benefit ot the
attorneys, after hundreds of men have got
rich out of them, and the McGarrahan claim
are familiar to everybody. It is said that,
while a dozen attorneysnnde heavy fees
out of McGarrahan, 'Mr Ayres, bis last
legal adviser, got very little, and finally
had to pay the funeral expenses ot his client.

Of cases where a Iraud was attempted
and found out the most gigantic of recent
years was the Weyl and La Abra claim.
This was for lands In New Mexico under a
Spanish grant.

It was several times within sight of tho
Treasury vaults, bulbysome stay of pro-
ceedings was procured tll finally the Gov-
ernment agents unearthed proof tbat a
case had been made up almost out of
nothing, nnd the whole was a scheme to
enrich a few men at the expense of the
Government. The demand was finally de-

feated only within the past year.

It Filled tho Bill.
"We want you to write on epitaph for the

major," said tbe old inhabitant.
"How did he die?" asked th tdltor.
"Fell in a well."
"All right. How .does this strike you

'All is well with hlm.7' "Atlanta Con-

stitution.

Don't Worry It.
There's little room for idle Jest

On legislative Ills;
The legislature does Its best.

(With rat five-doll- bills!)
Atlanta Constitution.

Watermelons were formerly supposed
to have been natives or Sooth Ital7 but
later Investigations have traced their
origin to Africa. They are certainly in-

digenous to the "dark continent," and are
till found wild in tbe tropical regions on

both aides of the equator.

fleets onHuraic
Washington Boats That Have

Navigated Its Waters.

NOT ALL FOR PLEASURE

Steamers Whoo History Antedntcs
tho War A Squadron of Pleasure
Craft Many of Them, JIoveer,
Combined HusIlcvs WlthThelrMore
Serious Occupation.

Tbe ship tonnage of Washington harbor
Is not so great as that of several other
cities, Liverpool for instance, but it is
dearer to the hearts of our local mariners
than any other shipping on the earth, or
off vl t.

Even bait of our people who neither feed
on salt borEc, nor walk upou web-fee- t, feel
a degree of Interest in the home fleet, for
the love which Washington bears her
sailors and ber craft, is not confined to the
wave-wash- precincts of the city.

There is a current Idea that Washing-
ton steamers ure built for fun aud dedi-
cated to excursions. The reason for thls
IstnatlheexcursionflotllUisthespeciacular
end of the Washington fleet. Each season,
ail Washington several times over, treads
the decks of the Macalester, reutz, River
Queen, or Richmond. Thcsearethcsteamers
which summer Washington kuows best,
but there are others. Here is a list of
the traffic craft, the business boats of
the Washington river front.

Newport News, Capt. Pete Geoghcgan;
Norfolk, Copt. William Luckett; Wash-
ington, Capt. It. E. Tulle; Harry Randall,
Cipt. Barker; T. V. Arrowsuilth, Capt.
Ei.iwMle; Wakefield, Capt. Ben Owens;
Sue, Capt. James Geoghcgan; Potomac,
Capt. William Geoghcgan; Mattano, Capt.
William E. Skinner; Tarpon, Capt.

; Columbia, Capt. J. 1). E.skrldger
Belle Haven, Capt. Marmaduke; Defiance,
Capt. fcliarpshlrc; Alton and Occoquan.

SOFT WEATHER STEAMERS.
Following are the names of the excur-

sionists'," or "soft weather," steamers, as
tuey ure tenderly termed by their irienus:

Charles Mdcalester, Capt. Ross, Samuel
J. Peiitz, Capt. Barker, City of Richiiroml,
Capt. "Chap" Posey; beurrerie, L'upt. Davis,
liner Queen, Cjpt. Carpenter, Mary Wash-
ington, George Leary and Bart holdl.

'1 hen, in counting up the steamers that
are ours we should not forget to pay the
tribute of a thought to those poor old I

steamers which once claimed Washington '
as their home, but which went to Jones'
locker through fire or storm. Followiugare
some familiar names:

Wahwasset, Capt. Johti Wood, burned off
Maryland Point, August 8, 1ST3; Express,
Coin. Barker, foundered oft Point Lookout,
October 22, 1 87SrArmeula .burned at Alex-
andria, 16eC; W. W. Corcoran, burned at
iiiiaii, t?riJiiuiuri j, iciiii uvujuiiiijci, i

foundered ofr Hog Island; City of Alex-- 1

andrla, burned at Alexandria, 1SUJ, W.
W.Colt, burned at wharf, winter of 189:1- - I

'0i; E. C. Knight, lost at sea; Lady of the
Lake, burned at wharf, February 14, lS'JG;
George Law, burned.

Then there have beenanumberof changes.
The Pilot Boy has been rebuilt, as the
Belle Haven; the Jane Moeley is at Bal-

timore; the John Gibson has been broken
up; the City of Washington is being broken
up. and the Florence Is out of commission-Ther- e

Is a contest between the Mattano
and 'the old spirit of the Pilot Boy hiding
in the Belle Haven as to which is tbe dean
of the fleet- - This honor was Iwrne by the
George Law up to the time when the finan-
cial troubles of the Planters' Steamboat
Company compelled her sale to parties
wild steered her Into foreign waters. The:m
T... ..i- - tnii, n, T7n..A- - r T i., itr.
Tlie Mattano waslaunched at the same port j
In 181T9, and after long years of faithful!
eui itt; uu lilt: uuuhiiii ni uiuuuiaiuuuu
to the Potomac In 187C by the late George
L. Sheriff, anil' placed in command of
Capt. Harry Biles.

The "Mattlc" has been in sen-Ic- e here
ever since she came, but was withdrawn
from active service on last Thursday. It
Is uncertain what her fate Is to be.

HAS MADE HER LAST TRIP.
The administrators of the Shcrilf estate,

who blue been operating her, claim as the
reason that trafric is too light. They
say the boat wdl uot be sold, but the men
of the e craft, with whom The Times
talked, seemed to feel that she had m.ido
her last trip. She has been one of the'
bonanza boats ot the river. She has pjid
for herself a hundred fold. Her first

was a man with a "pull," and the
personal popularity of a captain really
counts for more Itli the down rl er country
folk than the speed or equipment of the
boat. This has beeu demonstrated time
and again.

The only formidable opposition to the
Mattano came when Cipt. E. S. Randall, or
River View fame, bought the John W.
Thompson, sent her to Baltimore, where
6he was rebuilt to such au extent that she
wasentitleil lo registry underanntheruame.
She was launched with lilting ceremonies
as the Harry Randall, named lor the sou
otCapt. Randall. Sheisablg.swiftstearner,
lighted by electriclly.'carryiijs new Scotch
boilers, and the latest machinery. Hercabin
furnishings were up to date. Capt. Nuwell,
one or the best knowu navigators of the
Potomac, lelltbcMalta no and went with the
Harry Randall. Her pilot, purser, engineers
and mates were chosen with a view not only
to their experience, but the wade they
could command. 1 1 was a combination tbat
made the Mattano sutfer, but hundreds of
ber clients along the river refused to
desert her.
IN THE COLORED EXCURSION TRADE

The Pilot Boy was bulltat Wilmington
In 1857, oud alter several years of serMee
In Northern waters and the Chesapeake,
came round to Washington and began
operations on tbe lower Potomac Iu con-

junction with the Georgiaunu. When the
company to which sbebeionged wascrowded
out by competition with the Maryland aud
Virginia, and the Washington Steamboat

companies, she fell into the colored excur-
sion trade, audNotleyllallund Colling wood
knew her well. The proud spirit of the Pilot
Boy grieved at this, and lunged to return
to the status of a business boat. Tbe r

City ot Alexandria bad gone up iu
smoke, and age was beginulng to tell on tbe
City of Washington. All tbe ferry business
devolved upon the Columbia, and to relieve
her, the Washington Steamboat Company
bought the Pilot Boy. She was sent to
Baltimore, rebuilt and rechristened the Belle
Haven, after tbe original name of Alex-
andria. And she still sails on.

One of the historic boats Is tbe Mary
Washington. She is not such an old steam-
er as is popnlarly supposed, being the junior
of many of the steamers which glide around
all painted in glitter and gilt, with brass
bauds on their decks. She is a natle of
the Potomac, having been built at Acco-tln- k,

Va., in 1874. She Is probably the
most domestic of our steamers, it being
questionable whether she has ever been out-

side of Point Lookout. She was designed
as a business boat, but was a failure, ber
tastes Inclining more towards pleasure and
picnics. She was built after the pattern
of western river craft, for the local truck-
ing trade, but proved too slow.

During the centennial exposition she
ran on the Mount Vernon route with the
Corcoran and also ran excursions tdMount
Vernon Springs. She has seen service both
under Capt. Skinner and Capt. Blake.
About 1880 she came into possession of
Capt. Randall and was the original River
View steamer before the Coming of the
Pentz The Occoquan route was ex-

clusively hers and she made barrels of
money for her owners. The foundation for
hundreds, maybe thousands, of Washing-
ton weddings have been laid In flirtations
on the broad decks of this steamer. When
palace steamers became tho fad, popular
taste played truant to the Mary and she
was given over to dcxcurslons to Colling-woo- d.

AN
Tbe River Queen is an on our

home waters. She is a northern boat by
launch, but came down here during the
closing days of the war as a dispatch boat
In connection with her sister ship, Lucy
Lincoln. It Is said that Lincoln was
several times on board her. After her
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Bicycles

First come, first served. Includes Ramblers,
Columbias, Victors, Eagles, Spaldings, Capitals,
Singers.

C. L. PALMER & CO.,
429-3- 1 TENTH STREET N. W.

AGENTS FOR RAMBLER BICYCLES.!nmmmmmwmmmm
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DON'T GO TO A GROCERY STORE

TO BUY

ATHLETIC GOODS.
COME TO A REGULAR

Sporting
&J

Wo aro
the people

for thoso
9M Coods.

Try us and be convinced tkat --ve
will lical you right.

CiineBros.,909fcSi,,Ave- -

VICTOR AND WAVERLY BICYCLES.481 P1
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Free

50
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By WERNER.

the celebrated Swedish physical culture teacher, exhibit-
ing the famous

WHITELY EXERCISES
SJ Miss Werner I a Tery Interesting
i3 person Sbo Is & blonde, of medium

helcLt, weighs about cnahondreJ anJ
twenty pounds, and as ebe appear In
her exhibition dress dinars a re-
markably icll developed body. Her
exhibitions and talks canuot fall to be
ben flclal to.all Interested In physical
culture.

TAPPAN'S
&s7,

(var experiences liere she went north and
returned about tliree years ago as the
property of the Mouut Vernon and Mar-
shall Ilall Company,
between Washington and Aquia Creek,
aud was commanded by tna
fresh-wat- mariner, Capt. Frank

She came around again four
or five years ago as the property of Capt.
Itaudall, to relieve the Mary Washington.

The Ueorge Lcary has had one ot the
most varied careers ou the river. She was
launchedat Brooklyn, N.Y., in 18B4.andhas
been under the command of Capts. White,
Tulle, Beacham, Davis, and Baldwin. She
worked for the Upper Potomac Steamboat
Company and for the Bay Line out of

Baltimore. For a long lime she ran in op-

position to the Inland and Seaboard Coast
IngCouipany, andattermanyupsauddowns
became the property 0T the National Steam
boat Company.

The Potomac fleet has been fortunate
In the matter ot fatalities, though a num-
ber of the ships have met an untimely
fate. The uicv--t re'arful disaster In Potomac
history was the burning of the WahwasMjt,
in August, 18T3, by which between thirty-fiv- e

and rorty people were lost. Of those
burned or drowned, a number were from
Washington, the Wahwasset having left
Washington on the morning ot the day sho
burned. J. W. Heed, the tobacconist, at
tho corner ot Ninth and D streets north-
west, lost bis wife and three children

his whole family In the catastrophe.
BURNING OF TEE WA1IWASSET.

The Wahwasset was approaching Mary-
land Point when names leaped from a
point amidships. She was well freighted
with passengers and merchandise. Capt.
John Wood was in the pilot house whenthe
dread alarm was sounded. The crew went
to quarters and some of the male pas-
sengers lent a hand, but it was impossible
to stay the progress of the flames. Panic,
seized the passengers and terror reigned
Meantime the Wahwasset had been headed
for Chatterton Beach, Va., nnd was thrown
against the shore, her men standing by
their posts till tho end. When she
struck most of thoso on board
took to the water and a large number were
drowned. The disaster caused profound
grief and excitement at Washington and
Alexandria. Tho purser, J. W. Wheeler,
lost about all he had In the fire, and go-

ing to Norfolk went aboard the Lady of
the Lake. This boat' a few days there-
after was burned to the water's edge, Wheel-
er for the second time losing his effects.

The disaster next in terror was the
foundcrini; of the Express In the bay.
somewhere off the mouth ot the river, on
October 22, 1878. The Exprcs3, uudcr
command of Capt. Barker, was bound for
the Eastern Shore ot Maryland. She en-

countered a terrific blow and went to
pieces, it being said that her engine and
boiler dropped through her and another
version being that she capsized and tbat
her boilers fell through her upper decks.
Six or eight people werelost. No fatalities
attended the burning of the Lady of tbe
Lake, City of Alexandria, Armenia or Colt,
but when the Corcoran took fire at her
wharf on Sept 3, 1891, a bootblack, who
was sleeping on her, was drowned.

The sinking of the Crystal Wave Is
counted ot local moment. She had been
bougbtby the Klver View mauagement.and
was en routt- - to Washington, under Capt.
Martin. At dawn, and when oft the
Delaware breakwater, the lookout sounded
tbe alarm that a craft was bearing down
on the port side. Effort was promptly
made toavoldtbestrangcr.bnt too late.

CUT nER IN TWO.
A dark hull loomed up through the mist

and cut almost through the Crystal Wave.
The stranger then recoiled and sank with-

out her Identity being discovered. The
Wave continued to settle, when a collier
hove In sight and took off ber crew, land-
ing them at Norfolk"."

NAmong tbe local craft that should be
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Goods House.
BALL HEARING DICYCLE SHOES

The Finest Shoe oa the
GENTLEMEN'S SVl EATERS

Immense block. All Colors, Fairrrljea.
LADIES' HICVCLE LEGGINS.

In Corduror, Cloth, Jersor, Canvas, Jta
TOOT HALLS, BASKET HALLS.

Last Years Balls are being closed out at
13: 0a

MISS

AN
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Dally demonstrations In onr front
"window November lltn, (after S rt m.,)
and 13th, 13th, 14th, 15th and 16th all
day.

"Free talis oa physical cuUure
every day.

Everybody cordially invited, and es-

pecially tho ladles.

1013 Pa. Ave.
sp.TaaBjwj sgrgg

"Vox populi" seldom
errs does sometimes, but

soon finds it out
and corrects it-

self. Hasn't
made any mis-
take about the
"COLUMBIA,"

that's very certain. They have
been the favorite wheels with
the public for 'ears. "Co-
lumbias" have been proved
and never found wanting.

District Cycle Co., 'couniniAfv
'llAIOTOKDa"

3. Dart
3Ianacer.

Brlttsln. 452 Pa. Ave.

(K 3
Established July, 1S79L

How About
Your Curtains

Wouldn't they look better
for a wast? Tho charm of
laco curtains lies la their
snowy whiteness. We
launder a great many, and
we never hear complaints
about our work.

TOLMAN STEAM LAUNDRY,

Sixth and C Sts. N.W.
-- 22'

J. W. BRICKER,
No. 154 Centre Market.

Fresh and Salt Meats for sale as low
as any store.

Meats areor tale, but not prinexple.

mentioned are the Joe Blackburn and the
Gavatta. The Blackburn Is the harbor
police boat, and was built for and used as
a yacht by Munroe, the publisher. She was
bulit at Staten Island in 1884, and came to
WashingtoniinJuneO,1888. SenatorBlack.-bur- n

bad been one of the fighters for an
appropriation for this boat, andin his honor

the craft was named. Police Pilot Russell
Dean bas steered her over the local coursci
and has never struck a snag. The only

casualty In which she has been involved
was when Policeman Constanline fell from
her aftcnleck orf Stump Neck and wus
drowned. Harbormaster Sutton Is her cap-

tain.
The Gavatta is the steam yacht of Mr.

Dos Faos, a New 1'orfc lawyer, and has
been lying in this harbor for two years,
with occasional trips outside. She was Tor- -.

mcrly the steam yacht Florence. She Is a
worthy little steamer, fast, and sumptu-
ously fitted up.

In addition to the ships mentioned Wash-
ington has a fleet of about fifteen tugs, the
strongest being the Key, Lennox. Mohler,
Cave, Templar. Goldsmith Maid, Juno,
Ilariuw, Spray. Pierce, and Gorman. Then,
on breezy days the harbor is livened vltrt
the white saiU of small yachts and cat-boa-

Washington is prond of its boats.'
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